July 14, 2005

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, the
Democrats’ witch-hunt of the week is
aimed at my friend Karl Rove. I have
had the pleasure of knowing Karl for
over 20 years. I believe he is a man of
honesty and integrity who loves his
country and serves it well. He was also
a key player in the President’s reelec-
tion and clearly Democrats want re-
venge.

Based solely upon their partisan in-
terpretation of selected press reports,
some Democrats are now calling for his
resignation. Mr. Speaker, if trial by
headline is the standard in the Nation’s
capital, I have some other headlines I
would be happy to share, and we know
that they suggest that some Democrats
may have been involved in illegal ac-
tivities. Yet I do not hear my Demo-
crat colleagues calling for their res-
ignations.

Let us abide by the American stand-
ard that all are innocent until proven
guilty. Democrats should end their
trial by headline, their character assas-
sination, and their constant Bush bash-
ing. Instead, I hope that they will
choose to work with Republicans on a
bipartisan basis to save Social Secu-
rity, win the war on terror, and create
more jobs for American workers.

———

KARL ROVE

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, over and
over again President Bush has ex-
pressed his commitment to fighting
terrorism. But how is it possible when
a top administration official, Deputy
White House Chief of Staff Karl Rove,
leaked classified information and un-
dermined U.S. security? Karl Rove
identified a covert CIA agent in an or-
chestrated effort to discredit an oppo-
nent of the administration’s use of in-
telligence for the Iraq war.

Karl Rove has top-level national se-
curity clearance in his position. Yet,
clearly, he cannot be trusted with in-
formation. President Bush cannot
allow his administration and top advis-
ers to undermine the war on terror.

In October 2003, President Bush stat-
ed: “If someone did leak classified in-
formation, I'd like to know it. And
we’ll take the appropriate action.”” Mr.
President, it is time to take action
now. Karl Rove should resign. Presi-
dent Bush pledged to restore honor and
integrity to the White House and to
the Presidency. Removing Karl Rove
from his duties and position would be
an appropriate first step.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Members are advised to di-
rect their comments to the Chair and
not to the President.

————
SUCCESS IN IRAQ CONTINUES

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
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dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, though the triumphs go large-
ly unreported by the media, our men
and women in uniform and the Iraqi
people are making tremendous progress
every day in Iraq. An example is the
Army Corps of Engineers is currently
building 150 new primary health care
facilities that will provide Iraqis with
basic medical care, maternity and
emergency services, and medical train-
ing. As families throughout Iraq wel-
come these facilities to their commu-
nities, our troops know they are great-
ly improving the lives of the Iraqi citi-
zens. As a 3l-year veteran of the Na-
tional Guard with a son who has served
a year in Iraq and two additional sons
in the military, I know firsthand of the
military’s competence and success.

Last month I along with the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. GREEN)
and over 118 other Members established
the Victory in Iraq Caucus to ensure
that more people are aware of the great
achievements which protect American
families. Today, the caucus announced
a weekly e-mail service that will de-
liver the good news from Iraq. As our
soldiers continue to fulfill their mis-
sion, we applaud them on the path to
victory to win the war on terrorism.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September 11.

———————

KARL ROVE

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, we
need to ask, why did Karl Rove, the
President’s Deputy Chief of Staff, re-
veal the identity of a CIA agent? The
Republican National Committee has
issued furiously spun talking points
that suggest that Karl Rove was mere-
ly trying to keep an inaccurate story
out of the paper. That is absolutely
preposterous. Should the government
start giving out secret information to
reporters as background information?
Of course not. No, the real reason Karl
Rove outed a CIA agent was because
the administration did not like the
story. They did not like that they were
being caught perpetuating a false story
about nuclear materials from Niger in
order to justify their run-up to war, so
they tried to change the subject.

Karl Rove only knows one way to
change the subject, attack the mes-
senger. Normally these are just des-
picable political dirty tricks, but in
this case it was a threat to national se-
curity by deliberately outing a CIA
agent. Karl Rove has demonstrated
that he is not beyond using classified
information to further his political
agenda, and it is time for him to be
stripped of his security clearance and
shown the door.
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DEPUTY CONSTABLE NEHEMIAH
PICKENS

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, on the hot
humid night of July 6, 2005, in Houston,
Texas, a police chase occurred. After
midnight, a car driven by a criminal
was fleeing from the police. His vehicle
crashed into the gate of an apartment
complex. The suspect, a Justin Doyle,
jumped from his car and took off on
foot fleeing from the law during the
darkness. Deputy Constable Nehemiah
Pickens had with others joined the po-
lice chase to capture this individual.
Eventually, a shootout occurred and
Deputy Pickens was killed while assist-
ing in the pursuit of Doyle.

Nehemiah Pickens was a member of
the Harris County Constable’s Unit,
Precinct 6. He was 33 years of age. He
is remembered as a hardworking fam-
ily man who worked multiple security
jobs in addition to his work as a police
officer to support his wife and his three
daughters. He was working a part-time
security job when he was killed to ob-
tain money for a new home. Tomorrow,
he will be buried in Houston, Texas. In
the wake of this tragedy, we are re-
minded that we must never take for
granted the police officers of America
that work every day to enforce the law.

Deputy Pickens died doing what was
his duty to protect, serve, and defend
the people. As hundreds of police offi-
cers and law enforcement personnel,
friends and family gather tomorrow for
his funeral, our prayers go out to his
family for allowing his life to be sac-
rificed for the rest of us.

———

REMEMBERING TWA FLIGHT 800

(Mr. BISHOP of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, this coming Saturday marks the
ninth anniversary of an American trag-
edy, the loss of 230 souls aboard TWA
Flight 800. Bound for Paris, France,
flight 800 fell from the sky just south
of Moriches, Long Island, only minutes
after its departure from JFK Inter-
national Airport. Many of us recall ex-
actly where we were on that evening of
July 17, 1996, an indelible memory of
when we felt the tremendous shock,
fright, and sadness upon learning all
aboard Flight 800 had perished.

But from great sorrow and hope new
beginnings can rise. The overwhelming
outpouring of support and good will
after Flight 800 spoke volumes of
America’s compassion, resolve, and
greatness.

On this solemn occasion, we extend
our thoughts and prayers to the fami-
lies of the passengers aboard Flight 800.
We will always remember the profound
loss that each of them continues to live
with in the long years since that ter-
rible night 9 years ago.
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